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Alchin Grace 27 17/01/1896 None supplied 16/02/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Ardler Gladys 154-155 1/07/1987 Grew up in Happy Valley, La 
Perouse, mother half 
Aboriginal, father English, 
educated Yarra Bay. Left 
school aged 12, on father's 
death. Moved outside the 
Aboriginal reserve. Employed 
briefly in button factory, then 
domestic work. Married part 
Aboriginal. Moved to 
Huskisson, then Wreck Bay.

1/07/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Arnot Jean 358-360 23/04/1903 Born Pymble. Father originally 
an accountant, due to ill health 
had general store and later 
lending library. Educated Fort 
St, employed as a librarian 
NSW State Library. Involved in 
equal pay movement. 
Unmarried. 

3/11/1987 
11/11/1987

Catherine 
Johnson

Baltzer Alma 367-369 17/10/1901 Born Sydney, Father engineer. 
Educated SCEGGS and 
Frensham. After school did 
some child minding, involved in 
family café. Interested in 
gardening particularly family 
garden at Blackheath. 

13/11/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Baltzer Dorothea 367-369 21/06/1896 Born Sydney, Father engineer. 
Educated SCEGGS. Family 
lived in Bondi, Waverley, 
Mosman then Blackheath. 
Became involved in community 
work. Family briefly ran café in 
Sydney. Never married. 
Discusses leisure activities and 
anti-German sentiment in 
WW1

13/11/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Baltzer Wanda 367-369 18/12/1905 Born Sydney, Father engineer, 
educated SCEGGS, then 
Frensham. Helped in family 
café. Involved in Brownies. 
Interested in gardening, 
particularly family garden in 
Blackheath.

13/11/1987 Catherine 
Johnson
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Barnes Norman 18-19 1904 Born Leeds, England, moved to 
Birmingham then to Port 
Kembla. Father mechanical 
engineer, came out to work for 
Metal Manufacturers. Educated 
in England. Employed in 
draughtsman office England, 
Metal Manufacturers, family 
milk run, Hoskins Iron and 
Steel, moter vehicle hire, 
Manpowered WW2. Member of 
New Guard

22/01/1987 Josie Castle

Baxendale Kathleen 278-279 5/2/1896 Born on sheep station near 
Cobar, fifth of eight children, 
educated by mother, 
governess, Bondi Superior 
Public School, Buisness 
college, employed as 
stenographer for chartered 
accountant, Miles Son & Co, 
the father of Beatrice Miles

31/08/1987 Josie Castle

Beckhouse Dorothy 238-239 9/08/1905 Born in The Rocks, lived in 
Upper Front Street till 
demolition of area for Bridge 
construction, educated Fort 
Street School, many years of 
emplyment by Farmer & 
Company, as junior sales and 
section head of underwear

26/08/1987 Judy Wing

Berkley Kath 308-309 3/07/1905 Born in Argyle Place, Millers 
Point, educated St Brigid's, St 
Patrick's, employed GPO, then 
assisted mother at home

7/10/1987 Judy Wing

Best Leslie 406 10/5/1898 Born Newtown, lived there till 
marriage aged 22 years, 
employed as office boy with 
solicitor and book shop, then 
joined railways, studied at 
Newtown Continuation College, 
some memories of 1917 strike

8/12/1987 Margaret 
Miller

Blake Arthur 199-200 7/04/1907 Born London, father clerk, 
educated council school, 
attended business college, 
employed in clerical jobs. 
Emigrated through 
Dreadnought scheme 1925. 
Went to Yanco farm. 
Subsequently employed on 
orchard. Travelled back to 
England. Married English girl.

3/07/1987 Margaret 
Miller
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Blissett Ray 441-443 11/01/1908 Born at Boolaroo, educated, 
Eastwood Public School, 
employed as Timber worker 
before joining police force, CIB, 
distinguished career

2/03/1988 Stephen 
Rapley

Blomfield Frank 189-190 21/02/1903 Born Bathurst, father 
pharmacist, educated Bathurst, 
served pharmacy 
apprenticeship and attended 
Sydney University. 
Subsequently took over father's 
pharmacy in Bathurst. 
Interested in sport

22/06/1987 Stephen 
Rapley

Bloor Doris 304-305 4/05/1904 Born Five Dock, father a fettler, 
grew up in Five Dock and Dee 
Why. Initially employed in Dee 
Why Post Office then domestic 
service. After marriage camped 
on George's river

26/08/1987 Paula 
Hamilton

Bowden Frederick 128-129 1898 Born Yarrowitch Station near 
Walcha, second of eight 
choldren, father selected small 
property in Walcha area, 
employed in country, ring-
barking, droving, roadwork

13/05/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Bowen Neil 163-164 25/12/1903 Family lived in Sydney and 
several country towns due to 
father's job, serious leg injury, 
involving surgury, self-
employed, garages, tyre shops, 
frock shops

14/07/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Brazel Nell 127 17/4/1899 Born Scotland, emigrated to 
Australia as war bride, 1919, 
settled in Walcha.

12/05/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Brothers Martin 222-224 5/07/1909 Born Argyle House, Millers 
Point, educated St Brigid's, St 
Patrick's, St Josephs (boarder), 
worked in oil, dairy industries, 
coining room at Mint and 
railways

7/08/1987 Judy Wing

Brothers Jim 191-192 14/11/1903 Born Argyle House, Millers 
Point, educated St Brigid's, St 
Patrick's, worked on coastal 
ships, then railways in twenties.

17/07/1987 Judy Wing
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Brown Arthur 290-292 29/07/1903 Born Lidcombe, father builder, 
grew up on a small farm near 
Parramatta, educated 
Parramatta Superior School, 
left after passing QC. 
Apprentice carpenter, set up 
own building business 'Arthur J 
Brown the Home Builders'. 
Played in a band. Detailed 
information on building 
business. Married

7/09/1987 Bronwyn 
Hughes

Buckle Doris 325-326 14/6/1895 Born Waverley, father 
accountant Schweppes, grew 
up in Artarmon, mother died 
1916. Educated Chatswood, 
then Fort Street, employed very 
briefly at David Jones. 
Husband served in WW1, 
architect, after marriage lived in 
Cheltenham, describes leisure 
activities, 'at home' days, 
cards, tennis and croquet.

26/10/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Butt Eleanor 87-89 23/09/1901 Born Moss Vale. Family of 13 
children. Educated Merriwa. 
Won scholarship, unable to 
accept. Family moved to 
Sydney. Employed briefly as a 
waitress, then in chocolate 
factory and long term 
employment in printing 
industry. Detailed information 
on printing employment amd 
trade unions

15/04/1987 John Shields

Buyers Ellen 59 1890 None supplied 24/02/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Byrnes Ellen 220-221 10/01/1908 Born Hart Street, Millers Point, 
educated St Brigid's, St 
Patrick's, employed as legal 
secretary and telephonist, 
GPO, resident of Millers Point 
from birth.

5/08/1987 Judy Wing

Castrission James 29-30 12/11/1902 Born Kythera, Greece, 
educated Kythera, came to 
Australia 1914 with father who 
worked as chef at Aroney's fish 
shop Circular Quay. Continued 
education Fort Street, helped in 
restaurant, worked in cafes 
Merriwa, Katoomba, Bowral, 
1920 established Castrission 
Bros Cafe, Gundagai

15/01/1987 Dimitiri 
Rontidis
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Chandler Robert 114-115 1901 Brought up in country near 
Walcha, family had five 
children of first marriage and 
thirteen children of second 
marriage, father's accidental 
death, varied work experiences 
on the land

14/05/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Chilton Frederick 381-382 23/07/1905 Born Woollahra, brought up on 
family 'model' orchard, 
Turramurra, educated local 
private school, then Gordon, 
Chatswood, North Sydney 
University, arts/law

11/11/1987 Judy Wing

Clear Jeannette 63-64 14/2/1897 Born New Zealand, adopted, 
foster father itinerant worker in 
Wagga district. Poor family, 
Educated Wagga district, left 
school 14 years, employed as a 
domestic servant, subsequently 
married into employer's family. 
Hsband died of influenza 1919, 
widowed with 2 children 
Detailed information on 
domestic work.

3/02/1987 Paula 
Hamilton

Colman Ron 439-440 1/07/1906 Grew up in Maitland, father 
postal clerk educated Maitland, 
served pharmacy 
apprenticeship, completed 
training at Sydney University. 
Worked as a pharmacist in 
country towns. Later set up 
information system for 
pharmacists called Permindex

1/03/1988 Catherine 
Johnson

Comerford Jim 116-119 9/09/1913 Migrated from Scotland with 
mother, 1922, lived Kurri Kurri, 
father miner. Jim went down 
the mine aged fourteen years, 
witnessed Rothbury riot, 1929.

15/05/1987 Marjorie 
Biggins

Constance Ethal 417 5/10/1895 Born Ipswich, England, arrived 
Australia with family before 
World War 1, settled Trundle, 
NSW, married, lived in 
Adaminaby, husband gassed in 
World War 1, employed on 
roads. 

Jan-88 Daniel 
Connell
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Cookson Peggy 404-405 16/12/1902 Nee Throsby, born Bowral, 
father, doctor, mother, nurse, 
move to North Sydney, 
educated Church of England 
Grammar School, Lavender 
Bay, at home before marriage, 
married doctor and settled first 
at Inverall. 

7/12/1987 Ros Bowden

Cooper Ann 137-139 25/2/1899 Born Scotland, arrived Australia 
1907, mother died soon after 
arrival, father employed on 
boat, children placed in 
Randwick Asylum for Destitute 
Children, employed as 
apprenticed parlour maid, 
married, four children

15/07/1987 Sheridan 
Melvin

Cox Allen 83-86 18/07/1902 Born Hurstville, Educated 
several inner west schools, and 
Petersham Commercial, 
obtained QC. Employed 
Comforts Fund, then 
apprenticeship to John Heine 
and Son Leichhardt 1918-1923. 
Subsequently employed as a 
turner. Detailed information on 
employment and trade unions.

3/4/1987 
14/4/1987

John Shields

Crawford Foreman 310-317 1891 Brought up near Alstonville, 
North Coast, educated locally, 
employed on family farm, dairy 
and bananas, acquired more 
land, 'Cockie' volunteer in 1917 
general strike.

27/7/1987 
5/8/1987

Inge Riebe

Crocker Nellie 71-72 7/8/1892 Born in Melbourne, educated 
Aurburn, Marrickville. 
Employed 1909-1915 Woods 
hat making factory, Marriage 
1915

20/03/1987 John Shields

Croft Herbert 108-109 2/07/1906 Brought up in country near 
Armidale and Uralla, private 
education at Armidale and Glen 
Innes, employed in cotton 
farming, self-employed on 
Salisbury, Uralla

12/05/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Cross Hilda 106-107 28/8/192 Brought up in Yarrowitch valley, 
near Walcha, only child, 
education at local school, 
worked on home farm and 
other properties as shearer’s 
cook, married and returned to 
family farm.

11/05/1987 Jenny 
Salmon
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Cullen Barbara 361-364 9/07/1908 Born Sydney, father engineer, 
grew up Darling Point. 
Educated by governess, then 
attended Ascham and Bowral 
Grammar, then returned to 
Ascham. Married, lived on 
property near Cassilis. 
Discusses employment of 
domestic servants, social 
activities. Travelled overseas, 
presented at court in London.

10/11/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Darmanin Phyllis 235-237 1907 Born Maidstone, England, 
arrived Australia aged four 
years. Settled Goulburn Valley, 
educated in country, left school 
due to parents' financial 
hardship, keen reader, self 
educated, employed as 
domestic servant.

24/07/1987 Paula 
Hamilton

Davis Esther 68 13/5/1896 Born Sheldon, England, father 
overman in mines, family 
arrived in Newcastle 1911, 
employed as a domestic 
servant, detailed information. 
Married 1919

20/02/1987 Paula 
Hamilton

Davis Frances ? 18/04/1904 None supplied 0 Jenny 
Salmon

Debenham Arthur 144-146 6/2/1897 Son of schoolmaster, 
Laurieton; lived with aunt at 
Purfleet 2 1/2 hears from 7 
years of age, lived with 
grandfather during secondary 
schooling; did Public Service 
examinations to become 
stipendiary magistrate while 
employed at Petty Sessions 
branches.

18/06/1987 Judy Wing

Deitz Aleck 
Stanley 

1 and 2 1902 Born West Wyalong, Kurri Kurri 
1906—1925, Cessnock
1925—1988. Childhood, 
education Kurri Kurri.
Employment - milk run 1912, 
Richmond Main Colliery
1916—1923, Stanford Merthyr 
1923—1925, Stanford Main
Colliery 1925—1962.

8/1/1987 
15/1/1987

Marjorie 
Biggins

Diacopoulos Nicholas 370-371 26/11/1899 Born Greece, arrived Australia 
1914 before World War I, 
employed in restaurant, 
Parkes, shop at Parkes, mixed- 
business at Gosford.

30/10/1987 Dimitiri 
Rontidis
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Douglas Violet 276-277 17/02/1903 Born Redfern, family moved to 
Port Kembla, educated at 
school in local hall, employed 
as housemaid in hotel, factory 
worker 27 years at Metal 
Manufacturers, married 1941

24/08/1987 Josie Castle

Doyle Alice 281-282 9/3/1890 Born Camden Haven, family 
lived in inner city. Left
school 13. Employed in 
umbrella factory. Married.
Some information on 1917 
strike and visits to the
Domain.

25/05/1987 Lucy Taksa

Drake Ted 152-153 1898 Born Wagga Wagga, father 
compositor, educated Wagga, 
served in WWI, employed in 
Lands Department after war. 
Married.

29/06/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Drummond John 
Stewart 

147-149 28/02/1903 Born England, migrated as 
young child with parents, 
mother widowed when John 
about 6 years, mother forced to 
work, moved to Princes Street 
boarding house in The Rocks, 
children often unsupervised, 
family poverty.

23/06/1987 Judy Wing

Dunlop William 250-253 19/4/1899 Born Balmain, father engineer. 
Educated Croyden Park, left 
aged 13, possibly dyslexic. 
Apprenticeship fitter and tuner 
with Waugh and Josephson. 
General short term jobs before 
joining Railways. Became a 
unionist. Detailed information 
on apprenticeship and 
employment. Married

31/08/1987 John Shields

Dunshea Edmund 395-398 31/08/1907 Born Majors Creek, gold mining 
town near Braidwood, great 
grandfather, convict, early 
generations settled in district, 
educated local school, self 
employed, rabbiting, eucalyptus 
making, wattle bark stripping, 
clearing and burning

3/12/1987 Jenny 
Salmon
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Edwards Nicholas 280 May-07 Born Hay, father employed with 
Railways, grew up Enmore, 
Blakehurst, educated at local 
schools, attended night 
classes. Employed at 'The 
Worker’ newspaper and then 
car salesman. Detailed 
information on 1917 strike

20/08/1987 Lucy Taksa

Emblen Arthur 420-421 11/6/1897 Born on father’s selection, 
moved to Goonoo Goonoo 
subdivision, near Tamworth 
1904, educated Bective and 
Hawkesbury Agricultural 
College, self employed on 
property, Bective, keen 
sportsman, championship 
tennis player.

30/01/1988 Gwen 
McGregor

Fearnside Charles 232-234 3/12/1899 Born in Auburn, lived with 
railway community, educated in 
area, apprentice carriage 
builder with Clyde Engineering 
Company, later 
self—employed, commercial 
motor bodies.

19/08/1987 John Shields

Fenwicke Nan 120 1906 Brought up on Europambela, 
25,000 acres, Walcha, 
youngest of four girls, 
education, governess and 
boarding school, Kambala.

7/05/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Ferguson Alice 35-36 ? Modest family curcamstance 
Newcastle, participated in and 
worked in theatre fron a young 
age. Also interested in 
swimming

25/02/1987 Claire 
Williams

Field Henry 39-40 13/12/1908 Born Birmingham England, saw 
ad for Dreadnought scheme, 
arrived 1925, sent to 
Scheyville, employed on dairy 
farm out of Kempsey, then 
plating factory in Sydney. 

26/02/1987 Margaret 
Miller

Fitzpatrick Margaret 158-159 4/07/1905 Brought up in Woolloomooloo, 
lived in small terrace in 
Nicholson Street with mother 
and grandfather. Family poor, 
grandfather was shoemaker, 
had workshop in his bedroom 
and ran small business from 
home. Margaret educated at St 
Columbkille’s and Cathedral 
School.

9/07/1988 Judy Wing

Flemming Cora 184-185 5/5/1895 None supplied 13/07/1987 Stephen 
Rapley
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Frecklington Rose 105 19/02/1904 Brought up West Wallsend, 
Newcastle, youngest of six 
children, primary school, 
boarding school at Lochinvar.

8/05/1987 Claire 
Williams

Gerdes Beatrice 140-141 22/06/1902 Born Drummonyne, father 
Master Mariner Educated 
Drummoyne then Sydney High. 
Employed at AMP 1918 - 1952 
approx. Detailed information on 
employment. Also discusses 
knowledge of sexual 
relationships and glory boxes

Nill Bronwyn 
Hughes

Gibb Ethel 
Brunton 

334-336 28/06/1902 Born Surry Hills, father went to 
America, brought up by mother 
and mother’s family in Ashfield, 
rejoined father in San 
Francisco 1911, returned 1914, 
established typing business 
then became involved in 
theatrical and radio work with 
husband. Discusses family 
laundry business.

28/10/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Gibson Ella 121-122 23/9/1896 Born in Walcha, sixth of eleven 
children, educated a Walcha 
Public School to age 15 years, 
employed as milliner’s 
assistant, and in Erratt and 
Company, Walcha, married 
1917.

8/05/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

* Gladys 388-389 1914 Born Mullumbimby, mother part-
Aboriginal, father blackbirded 
from Solomon Islands, 
educated locally, employed 
domestic service, seasonal 
work, married at sixteen, joined 
various Christian Churches, 
husband became pastor.

2/12/1987 Inge Riebe

Golby Greg 416 1900 Born on property near Dalgety, 
family in district since 1840, 
educated Grocer’s Plains part 
time school, employed in bark 
stripping, shearing, breaking 
horses, droving in high country.

Jan-88 Daniel 
Connell
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Goodwin Evelyn 193-195 3/12/1899 Born Millers Point, Irish 
Catholic parents, father Coal 
lumper, educated St Brigid’s, 
Fort Street, employed as first 
phonogram operator, GPO, 
married, husband accidentally 
killed by fire

23/07/1987 Judy Wing

Gordon Pauline 448-449 ? Grew up in Grafton, father 
aboriginal activist, Placed in 
Bomaderry Home then 
Cootamundra Girls’ Home 
Faced difficulties’ getting 
employment Discusses 
Aboriginal Protection Board 
and aboriginal community in 
Redfern. Father Jack Pratten

3/03/1988 Inge Riebe

Gottaas Ruby 415 ? None supplied Jan-88 Daniel 
Connell

Gray Alexander 344-345 23/5/1897 Brought up near Yass by uncle, 
who was schoolmaster at 
Elizabeth Fields, gained 
bursary to Sydney Boys High 
School, exhibition to Sydney 
University (medicine), served in 
World War I, set up medical 
practice 1926.

2/11/1987 Judy Wing

Green Gwen 167-168 22/07/1900 Brought up in Sydney, 
educated private school and 
Conservatorium of Music, lived 
in Leeton after marriage, 
Leeton cannery 1928.

12/07/1988 Brenda 
Factor

Green Lyall 422-423 29/12/1915 Born Morpeth, parents dairy 
farmers in Hunter Valley, 
educated at home by mother till 
nine years, then Glen Oak 
school, East Maitland High, 
Armidale Teachers College, 
employed as teacher.

31/01/1988 Gwen 
McGregor

Green Reg 418-419 12/9/1897 Born on property near Guyra, 
lived on New England 
Tablelands, educated one 
teacher country school and 
boarding school, employed as 
stock and station agent, 
acquired own property, 
Cobbadah Hereford Stud.

30/01/1988 Gwen 
McGregor
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Grenenger Dorothy 262-263 11/8/1895 Born in Redfern, lived in 
Sussex Street next door to
grandfather’s wheelwright 
shop, educated Christ Church
St Lawrence, Westbush, father 
was signwriter for
Arnotts, pigeon racing, motor 
bikes.

3/09/1987 Judy Wing

Hallinan Martha 212-214 23/10/1898 Born Quirindi, father employed 
by local council. Educated at St 
Josephs, Quirindi. After QC 
had dressmaking lessons at 
home, brief experience as a 
nurse, then domestic servant. 
Detailed information on 
employment as forewoman in 
Arnots biscuit factory. Married.

4/10/1987 Josie Castle

Hallinan James 50-55 2/4/1895 Father died 1907, mother 
employed as domestic servant, 
played truant from inner city 
schools, put before Children’s 
court, sent to Ormond House, 
then Mittagong. Made state 
ward, taken in by carpenter, 
later apprenticed to him, served 
WW1, later employed as a 
carpenter and then on railways.

26/02/1987 John Shields

Hannelly Arthur 177-180 14/10/1904 Brought up in country near 
Orange, formal education, 
intermittent, employed on farm, 
share farming, radio business 
in Stuart Town, World War II, 
wireless unit.

21/06/1987 Stephen 
Rapley

Harvey Ian 
Patterson 

6 -- 9 23/11/1904 Grew up in Mayfield, 
Newcastle, educated Cooks 
Hill Commerical School, 
Wickham Trade School, 
grocer’s boy, postal clerk, 
apprentice,; BHP (1920) Walsh 
Island, carting business.

24/01/1987 Warwick 
Eather

Hickey Bert 250-253 1/07/1905 Born Forest Lodge, father tram 
driver educated Forest Lodge 
Public School, left aged 12. 
Employment included grocer’s 
boy, ‘printer’s devil’ commercial 
artist Attended art classes at 
Royal AA Society School

19/08/1988 Catherine 
Johnson
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Hickson Gilbert 215-216 14/04/1902 Born Enfield, father had 
printing business, educated 
Burwood, employed in clerical 
job, served electrical fitter’s 
apprenticeship Attended 
technical course. Subsequently 
employed by Dept of Labour 
and Industry as lift inspector. 
Married.

4/08/1987 John Shields

Hill Dorothy 299 5/10/1899 Born Newtown, father racing 
bookmaker, educated
Petersham Public School. 
Employed as a typist.
Married.

23/07/1987 Lucy Taksa

Hollander Hazel 410-411 21/12/1906 Born Sydney, only child, lived in
Eastern suburbs in flats, guest 
houses, educated privately by 
tutor, Ascham and others, 
travelled overseas, employed 
as radio actress.

16/12/1987 Ros Bowden

Huckell Edward 431-434 24/11/1897 Born London, arrived Australia 
1912, family found work in 
country areas, variety of jobs, 
city and country, including 
Manly beach inspector, 
lifesaver, jackaroo, 
bookkeeper, own radio 
business.

2/02/1988 Stephen 
Rapley

Hughes Ena 142-143 8/08/1907 Born Ireland, father farmer, 
family emigrated 1923, settled 
in Willoughby. Educated 
Ireland. Employed as cashier in 
grocery business, then clerical, 
studied bookkeeping, typing, 
shorthand etc at night school.

1987 Bronwyn 
Hughes

Hunter Ann 41-42 21/2/1897 Born in Hamilton, Newcastle, 
employed in family’s small 
mixed business, (detailed 
information). Meals, rabbits, 
mining in Adamstown.

14/02/1987 Warwick 
Eather

Irvine Alfred 393-394 1915 Born Berry, father saw miller, 
one of ten children, educated 
Bellawanga, worked as a saw 
miller all his life Detailed 
information on saw miller and 
timber cutting in Berry and 
Nerriga districts Unmarried.

2/12/1987 Jenny 
Salmon
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Jackson Gilbert 203-204 1/12/1906 Born Gloucester, England, 
father wheelwright educated at 
local school. Worked for father, 
then in a factory. Emigrated 
1925 under Dreadnought 
scheme. Went to Scheyville 
then dairy farm. Also discusses 
the Depression.

7/07/1987 Margaret 
Miller

Johnston Bernie 256-258 1908 In the wardship of’ elderly 
Salvationist couple. Limited 
contact with natural mother. 
Grew up Surry Hills, educated 
Crown St Public School, left 
school 14 years, employed as 
messenger boy then clerical 
before completing press 
machinist apprenticeship. 
Subsequently employed at 
Penfolds. Married.

25/08/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Johnson Florence 160 1902 Born in England, migrated to 
Australia with family, father, 
ironmonger, went to Moree to 
work in brother’s store, moved 
to Sydney, employed by W C 
Clegg, secretarial work.

1/07/1987 Claire 
Williams

Johnstone Dorothy 136 18/10/1904 Grew up on Lower North 
Shore, Sydney, educated 
Greenwood’s school (North 
Sydney Primary), clerical work 
at Langdon and Langdon, 
Milsons Point, married St 
James Church, King Street; 
reception Marlborough Cafe, 
King Street.

12/07/1987 Judy Wing

Karpin Samuel 171-172 3/01/1905 Born London, parents Russian 
Jews, educated Crown Street, 
Sydney Boys High School, 
Sydney Teachers College, 
career in journalism, teaching, 
then family clothing business.

26/07/1987 Brenda 
Factor

Katsoulis Peter 100-101 15/11/1896 Born Kythera, Greece, arrived 
Australia 1913, small 
businesses (shops) in country 
towns, Australian attitudes to 
‘foreigners’.

3/05/1987 Dimitiri 
Rontidis
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King Hilda 207-208 8/07/1900 Born Lithgow, second of four 
children, family moved to Port 
Kembla 1915, primary school 
education, employed in cake 
shops and boarding house, 
Port Kembla, married, six 
children.

28/07/1987 Josie Castle

King* Lena 429 ? Aboriginal, fifth of nine children, 
lived in Boomai and 
Woodenbong Aboriginal 
Settlement, educated 
Woodenbong school.

1/02/1988 Inge Riebe

Kirby Irene 293-294 4/04/1904 Born Tamworth, father tent 
maker, died before Irene’s 
birth. Mother ran small 
haberdashery and employment 
agency business until 
remarriage. Educated 
Tamworth. Employed as a 
governess then clerical position 
in Sydney.

8/09/1987 Bronwyn 
Hughes

Kirkpatrick Irene 99 7/12/1898 Brought up at Port Macquarie, 
state education to QC, then 
nurses training and 
employment at Newcastle 
Hospital, married, four children.

23/03/1987 Josie Castle

Klein Edwin 173-174 29/01/1901 Brought up on farm near 
Parkes, father died early, 
educated at home, subsidised 
country school, natural building 
talents, later self—employed as 
spec builder.

1987 Bronwyn 
Hughes

Langley Jim 25/03/1902 None supplied 25/02/1987 Dimitiri 
Rontidis

Larbalestier Helen 161 28/08/1908 Brought up in Bexley, educated 
Kogarah High School, played 
competition tennis, employed 
by Scotts, Newcastle, married, 
worked after marriage

1/07/1987 Claire 
Williams

Laver Agnes 341-343 31/03/1900 Born in Goulburn, educated 
Hadley College and Goulburn 
High School, pharmacy 
apprentice, studied Sydney 
University, employed Warne's 
Pharmacy, George Street, city, 
brought pharmacy in Pambula, 
married

29/10/1987 Judy Wing



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

Lazarus Peter 337-338 10/2/1892 Born Lida, Russia. Jewish 
family. Father came to 
Australia 1892, family followed 
1898. Established small 
business in Dalgety then 
Cobargo. Employed in family 
business as well as Grace 
Bros. DJ’s and Farmers. 
Detailed information on a range 
of successful small businesses.

9/09/1987 Brenda 
Factor

Lee Eva 320-321 ? None supplied 8/08/1987 Inge Riebe
Mac Mary 162 10/11/1902 Brought up near Tamworth, 

moved to Newcastle, family 
had five girls and two boys, 
employed in post office as 
telephonist, played competition 
tennis.

3/07/1987 Claire 
Williams

McArdle Maude 424-425 17/9/1891 Born Quirindi, lived in Nundle, 
Tingha, Glen Innes area, 
frequent family moves, 
promising education terminated 
due to father’s accident, self 
employed as a dressmaker, 
own workshop, married, 
children

31/01/1988 Gwen 
McGregor

McClelland Doreen 301 7/12/1915 Born Erskinville, father and 
relatives employed on railways 
in Wollongong district, attended 
schools in Wollongong area 
and Sydney. Left to work in a 
relative’s shop. Information on 
1917 strike, epidemic and 
reading habits.

7/09/1987 Lucy Taksa

McClelland Keith 300 24/09/1912 Born Paddington, father 
wharfie, lived in inner city 
boarding houses. Went to Fort 
Street, gained teachers 
scholarship but failed. 
Unemployed for many years 
then taught in the country. 
Recollection of 1917 strike, 
influenza epidemic and interest 
in reading.

7/09/1987 Lucy Taksa



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

MacDonald Angus 306-307 10/01/1905 Born Hebrides, Scotland, father 
master mariner, grew up 
Hebrides, family had ten acre 
farm grew flowers and 
vegetables, emigrated to 
Australia 1926, employed by 
Fairfax family as a gardener. 
Prisoner of war in WW2. 
Married. Discusses Scottish 
immigration in detail.

1/09/1987 Paula 
Hamilton

MacDonald Bill 322-324 21/9/1894 Born London, father secretary 
London Trades Council, father 
allegedly Ramsay McDonald’s 
illegitimate brother. Educated 
at local council school. Worked 
for father before coming to 
Australia with brother. 
Employed by PMG then 
restaurant, then electrician Mt 
Kiera for rest of working life. 
Some information on local 
community at Mt Kiera

16/10/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

McDonald Ida 134-135 6/03/1903 Born Kieraville, educated 
Kieraville. Private sewing 
lessons after leaving school. 
Employed in knitwear factories 
in Sydney. Detailed information 
on employment, never married.

3/04/1987 Josie Castle

McGregor Mary 302-303 27/12/1905 Born Newcastle, England, 
father miner, left orphan, left 
school to work in domestic 
service. Emigrated to Australia 
1927. Worked in a number of 
domestic service positions. 
Married. Detailed information 
on domestic service.

36/8/1987 Paula 
Hamilton

McKenzie Hector 268-275 4/11/1901 Born Stroud, father auctioneer 
and overseer, 9 children father 
died, family moved to Maitland. 
Educated Telegherry and 
Maitland. Won scholarship. Left 
before leaving certificate to 
work as a jackaroo in 
Queensland. Returned 1921, 
became dentist’s apprentice 
and subsequently a dentist. 
Detailed information on 
jackarooing and dental work. 

8/9/1987 
9/9/1987 
10/9/1987

Catherine 
Johnson



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

McMillan Marie 348-351 28/6/1897 Born Hunter River district, 
family moved to Casino district, 
father employed dairy farming, 
timber working, own selection 
at Horseshoe, educated by 
correspondence, subsidised 
school, married.

11/09/1987 Inge Riebe

McRae Violet 392 18/08/1906 Born in Braidwood, third 
generation, father owned 
timber mill, small cattle farm, 
educated locally, subsidised 
school.

1/12/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Maher Ella 331 14/09/1907 Born Inverell, father owned 
country hotels, educated 
Dominican Convent, Tamworth, 
boarder, tertiary education, 
Sydney Teachers College, 
employed as teacher at 
Punchbowl and Comboyne

21/10/1987 Judy Wing

Maina Mary 130-133 16/9/1893 Born Newcastle of Greek 
parents. Family had small 
business in Newcastle. 
Educated Newcastle. Married 
Greek marine engineer.

30/05/1987 Dimitiri 
Rontidis

Manning Frank 92-93 9/03/1902 Born Innes, Ireland. Father 
tailor then miner. Family 
emigrated 1910 to Kurri Kurri. 
Educated Kurri Kurri Convent 
School), left aged 14, employed 
in Hebburn No 4 mine. Detailed 
information on mining, political 
interests and 1929 Rothbury 
incident.

3/5/1987 
27/5/1987

Marjorie 
Biggins

Manning Lottie 94-95 14/12/1907 Brought up in Weston, near 
Newcastle, in family of primary 
education Weston Public 
school, married miner, had six 
children, home births.

27/03/1987 Marjorie 
Biggins

Marks Rachel 339-340 1903 Born Candobolin, Jewish 
family, father had small 
business, moved to Pyrmont, 
educated Sydney Girls’ High 
then Conservatorium. Married, 
never worked. Family visited 
relatives in America in 1914. 
Discusses Jewish religion and 
community.

10/10/1987 Brenda 
Factor



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

Marsh Philip 24-25 6/06/1906 Born in London, educated 
Forest Hill London, left school 
14, worked as a pageboy 
Hippodrome, messenger boy, 
unemployed. Learned of 
Dreadnought scheme, sent to 
Scheyville, worked on dairy 
farm North NSW, tannery in 
Sydney. Member of Band of 
Hope and Methodists Young 
Men’s Association.

11/02/1987 Margaret 
Miller

Martin Louisa 383-384 11/8/1898 None supplied 8/12/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Maurice Hilary 403 ? Born in Sydney, lived North 
Sydney, educated privately, 
several schools, employed as 
teacher, married lived on 
property near Wellington, 
children born at home.

Dec-87 Ros Bowden

Mayes Bruce 289 1/05/1903 Born Toowoomba, 
Queensland, father builder, 
educated Toowoomba, 
attended Sydney University, 
studied medicine, practised as 
a doctor, autobiography ‘Babies 
for Ladies’. Married.

1987 Bronwyn 
Hughes

Moffit Alice 112-113 1904 Brought up on farm near 
Walcha, sixth of thirteen 
children, father schoolteacher 
Yarrowitch and Brackendale, 
employed as housemaid, 
shearers’ married, husband 
shearer and farmer.

6/05/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Mongan John 79-81 31/05/1906 Born Darlington. Irish Catholic 
family of 9 children. Educated 
St Benedicts, passed QC. 
Employed on dairy farm 
Richmond river, fish markets, 
Railways. Detailed information 
on railway employment, 
reading habits and political 
interests

19/03/1987 Lucy Taksa

Moore Alice (Mrs 
M.E.D) 

327-328 3/05/1903 Born north of Hay, lived on 
properties in area, educated at 
home, Hay Superior School, 
awarded Memorial Scholarship 
to Sydney University, Arts 
accommodated at Women’s 
College, involved 
extracurricular activities, 
employed as teacher, married.

16/10/1987 Judy Wing



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

Morris Dave Oct-14 15/5/1899 Born Charters Towers, 
Queensland. Family went to 
England, returned 1905, 
educated Lyon Town, Charters 
Towers, Technical School, 
School of Mines Charters 
Towers. Worked in family shop, 
number of positions with BHP 
in Newcastle from 1923.

29/1/1987 
2/2/1987 
5/2/1987

Warwick 
Eather

Mitchell Frank 150-151 5/5/1895 Born London, grew up in 
Paddington, educated St 
Xaviers Paddington, left 14 
years, employed in clerical, 
catering. Served in WW1. 
Emigrated to Australia after 
war. Employed in catering and 
own catering/delicatessen 
businesses. Married.

26/06/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Morris Ernest 75-76 Dec-01 Born Surry Hills, Jewish family 
of six children, moved 
frequently. Father sheet metal 
worker. Attended 14 different 
schools. Left school aged 14. 
Employed as a shop assistant, 
auctioneer then had own 
clothing business in Ashfield. 
Iicformation on Jewish religion.

21/03/1987 Brenda 
Factor

Murray Sally 77-78 ? Grew up in Goulburn district, 
father Chief Inspector of 
Railways. Educated in 
Goulburn, attended Teacher’s 
College in Sydney. Employed 
as a teacher in Barmedan, 
Piermont (West Wyalong), 
Thornleigh, married 1925. 
Detailed information on sport 
and leisure.

6/03/1987 Claire 
Williams

Nethery Hannah 16-17 20/06/1902 Born Mt Kiera, educated 
Wollongong Public School, 
dressmaking course at 
Technical College. Helped on 
family orchard, then family fruit 
shop business. Worked as a 
dressmaker, set up own 
dressmaking business at 
home.

21/01/1987 Josie Castle



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

Newnham Fred 346-347 26/05/1904 Born Stanmore, father with 
railways, educated St Pius’ 
Convent then Fort Street, 
studied law at Sydney 
University. After serving article 
clerkship set up private practice 
in Newtown. Served on 
Newtown local council. Mayor 
1924, 1929. Married.

1/11/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Nomchong Medeline 
and Eileen 

390-391 1908 & 
1906

Chinese, second and third 
youngest of fourteen children, 
family settled in Braidwood, 
father opened grocery, produce 
shop 1877, converted to 
Roman Catholicism, educated 
St Bedes, Braidwood

30/11/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Nowlan Eva 352-355 18/07/1910 Grew up on dairy farm in 
Clarence River district 
Educated Nauphton’s Gap 
Public School, left school at 13, 
employed minding children, 
nursing and on family dairy 
farm. Unhappy marriage. 
Detailed information on dairy 
farming

9/09/1987 Inge Riebe

O’Farrell Marguerite 219 19/07/1906 Born The Rocks, lived with 
aunt in Argyle Place after 
mother’s death, lost touch with 
brother and sister, interview 
terminated owing to trauma of 
remembering the past.

3/08/1987 Judy Wing

Notaras Anthony 243-246 22/3/1895 Born Kythera, father had come 
to Australia 1900. Educated in 
Kythera then Fort st. Employed 
in father’s shop in Grafton, ran 
it on his own when father 
returned to Greece in 1914. 
Established a series of 
successful businesses. Married

22/08/1987 Dimitiri 
Rontidis

Nowlan Elizabeth 318-319 1889 Born near Clarence River, 
educated Bungawalbin and 
Bora Ridge Public Schools, 
Worked on family dairy farm. 
Also discusses sewing, 
marriage, ceremony and glory 
box

3/07/1987 Inge Riebe



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

Oxley Alice 286-288 1904 Born Long Nose Point, father 
produce merchant, mother had 
been missionary in Kalgoorlie, 
grew up West Penant Hills then 
Katoomba. Educatied Beecroft 
then Katoomba. Apprentice 
milliner Katoombe, then typist, 
nurse, unmarried.

1987 Bronwyn 
Hughes

Page* Charlotte 450-451 ? Aboriginal, brought up on 
mission, Woodenbong, 
educated at mission school, 
employed locally as domestic 
servant

Jan-88 Inge Riebe

Page * C. 450-451 ? Aboriginal sisters, reared at 
Woodenbong, stories of 
games, Corroborees, 
Aboriginal law regarding 
menstruation, witchcraft and 
healing powers.

10/02/1988 Inge Riebe

King* L. 450-451 ? Aboriginal sisters, reared at 
Woodenbong, stories of 
games, Corroborees, 
Aboriginal law regarding 
menstruation, witchcraft and 
healing powers.

10/02/1988 Inge Riebe

Pedrotta John 229-231 3/07/1902 Born in Glebe, educated in 
area, apprentice fitter and 
turner, employed Coastal 
Farmers Society, Advanx, 
Sonnerdale’s.

12/08/1987 John Shields

Potter Edith 
Theresa 

20-30 1904 Grew up in Scone, father 
builder. Educated at Convent of 
Mercy Scone, boarder at 
school, won bursary, Teachers 
Training College, employed as 
a teacher. Detailed information 
on own education, community 
life, Scone, food and concepts 
of class.

5/02/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Powell Lena 197-198 1/06/1901 Born in John Street, Pyrmont, 
educated at school opposite 
home, mother divorced, then 
ran boarding house in Union 
Street.

28/07/1987 Judy Wing



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

Price Kathleen 329-330 15/10/1905 Brought up in country districts, 
Lismore and Young, 
scholarship to North Sydney 
Girls High School, teacher 
training scholarship to Sydney 
University and Sydney 
Teachers College, employed 
Granville infants school and 
Blackfriars correspondence 
school.

20/10/1987 Judy Wing

Radburn Allan 399-400 1901 Born Mongarlowe, near 
Braidwood, father in gold 
mining, educated locally, self-
employed, eucalyptus making, 
rabbiting, produce deliveries to 
country areas.

4/12/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Rowson Harold 205-206 25/08/1908 Born Doncaster England, father 
died 1911, lived with relatives, 
educated local council school 
part—time grocery job. 
Emigrated under Dreadnought 
scheme 1924. Sent to 
Scheyville. Employed on dairy 
farm Dapto. Ordained 1949.

6/08/1987 Margaret 
Miller

Reston Marj 264-265 22/05/1905 Born Woollahra, Jewish family 
of 11 children, father had dry 
cleaning business, grew up in 
Paddington, attended 
Paddington school, served 
dressmaking apprenticeship at 
Howse and Howse, 
subsequently became head of 
a table. Married. Some detail 
on importance of Jewish 
religion.

3/08/1987 Brenda 
Factor

Richardson Alec 165-166 12/1889 Born Sydney, educated Fort 
Street, apprenticed to dentist 
aged 15 years, practiced in 
country, studied overseas

16/07/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Roach Ted 412-414 24/09/1909 Born Coledale, NSW, father 
coalminer, father victimised, 
family moved. Left school aged 
13, worked as a fruito on family 
fruit cart. Became secretary of 
Unemployed Workers 
Movement during Depression. 
Became militant trade unionist. 
Discusses communist party 
and political interests in detail.

2/02/1988 Stephen 
Rapley



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

Roberts Sydney 401-402 Apr-08 Born on family property near 
Braidwood, educated school 
and boarding school, returned 
home to work property

4/12/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Roberts Tom 426 1910 Aboriginal, brought up on 
Cabbage Tree Island, North 
Coast, educated local school, 
helped on father’s four-acre 
farm, became boxer, prize 
fights

21/01/1988 Inge Riebe

Robinson* Eunice 446-447 c1920 Aboriginal, lived on Tabulam 
Reserve, short education at 
local school, dux of class, 
employed as domestic servant, 
eloped and later married 
husband

29/02/1988 Inge Riebe

Ross Enid 43-46 5/11/1896 Born in Melbourne, moved to 
Merewether, Newcastle 1901, 
educated Junction School, 
Newcastle, left at 14, employed 
in small business, clerical work 
in a café and later mixed 
business, set up drapery 
business at home. Husband 
emplyed by BHP 1912-1922. 
Also discusses home remedies

18/02/1987 Warwick 
Eather

Rossen Flora 31-32 1894 Born in Sterling, Scotland, 
Jewish family originally from 
Russia. Educated in Glasgow, 
family came to Australia 1912, 
worked in a factory then own 
small business. Husband killed, 
successfully continued running 
a number of small businesses. 
Discusses aspects of 
immigration and religion.

14/02/1987 Brenda 
Factor

Ryan Edna 356-357 15/12/1904 Born Pyrmont, educated 
Pyrmont, Newtown then Fort 
Street Girls High. Employed in 
clerical position. Politically 
radical - discusses WWI, 
Communist party and visits to 
the Domain.

19/10/1987 Lucy Taksa

Ryan Mary 225-226 15/02/1903 Born in Hart Street, Millers 
Point, educated St Brigid’s and 
St Patrick’s, employed for short 
time as machinist, then stayed 
home to help mother.

12/08/1987 Judy Wing



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

Rye Harriet 112-113 25/03/1900 Born Merewether, Newcastle, 
education Cooks Hill, 
Newcastle Business College, 
employed in solicitor’s office, 
married, lived in Gloucester, 
husband proprietor of local 
newspaper.

21/03/1987 Stephen 
Rapley

Sadler Clara 377-378 19/10/1889 Born England, third of six 
children, arrived Australia 1914, 
returned England 1920, 
brought family out 1922, 
employed as domestic servant 
from twelve years

21/09/1987 Paula 
Hamilton

Sale Harold 15 26/6/1891 None supplied 21/01/1987 Josie Castle
Salmon Aida 209-211 19/9/1899 Born Newtown, father gambler, 

mother became ill, children 
placed in Ormond House. 
Subsequently taken in by family 
near Goulburn, then Riverina. 
Employed in laundry and later 
bottle washing. Detailed 
information on employment in 
WD & HO Wills. Married a 
miner, moved to Corrimal, 
became involved with 
Communist party.

29/07/1987 Josie Castle

Sarnich William Born Woolloomooloo, lived 
entire life there, left Plunkett 
Street school when 13 years to 
get job in cable company. 
Considerable local knowledge.

7/07/1987 Judy Wing

Saunders Ida 295-296 24/10/1899 Born Bathurst, father teacher, 
family moved from - Bathurst, 
Forster, Bourke, Newcastle. 
Attended Newcastle Girls High 
School. Studied medicine at 
Sydney University, graduated 
1922, practised as an 
obstetrician, served on various 
committees and hospital 
boards.

1987 Bronwyn 
Hughes

Saxton Eric 435-436 24/08/1904 Born Sydney, brought up 
Chatswood and Hurstville, local 
education, Hurlstone 
Agricultural High School, 
bursary to Hawkesbury 
Agricultural College, dairy 
farming Jambaroo and Wildes 
Meadow, married.

23/02/1988 Judy Wing



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

Schneider Ada 217-218 27/07/1901 Born Rotherlithe London, family 
went to Canada then returned 
to England before emigrating to 
Australia in 1914. Settled in 
Lismore area. Stepfather 
Singer Sewing Machine rep. 
Employed as waitress at 
Chichester dam site. Husband 
employed there. Detailed 
information on isolated life on 
construction site.

1987 Marjorie 
Biggins

Schulties Catherine 73-74 1906 Born Glebe, father unemployed 
painter, mother out-worker, 
rented dwelling but took in 
lodgers. Educated Bourke 
Street Public School. Obtained 
exemption certificate 13 years, 
employed WD & HO Wills until 
marriage. Detailed information 
on employment.

25/03/1987 John Shields

Scott Margaret 227-228 28/12/1892 Brought up on small property at 
Bringelly, educated at local 
primary school, worked in 
babywear department at 
Anthony Horderns, married 
Presbyterian minister.

14/08/1987 Judy Wing

Scully Ethel 104 1899 Brought up in Lambton, 
Newcastle, eldest of five 
children, complex family 
relationships. 

6/05/1987 Claire 
Williams

Secombe Bert 90-91 11/10/1898 Born Elewewen, only child. 
Educated Wauchope, Canley 
Vale, Glebe. Apprenticed to 
John Heine & Son 1914. 
Retrenched on completion of 
apprenticeship. Employed fitter, 
Navy, Motor Funerals. Married 
1927. Information on 
apprenticeship and trade 
unions.

16/04/1987 John Shields

Selby David 372-373 12/03/1906 Born Melbourne, father 
established Selby Scientific, 
family moved to Sydney 1911. 
Grew up on the Upper North 
Shore, educated Shore, 
studied arts and law Sydney 
University, practiced as a 
barrister. Subsequently 
became a judge.

17/11/1987 Catherine 
Johnson



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

Sevenoaks George 437-438 29/05/1908 Born Ryde, father butcher, 
educated Ermington Public 
School, left aged 14, worked on 
a dairy. Employed as a 
chauffeur near Quirindi. 
Travelled overseas. Detailed 
information on country life and 
employment as a chauffeur. 
Interested in cars. Married.

24/02/1988 Catherine 
Johnson

Shannon Melba 47-49 7/6/1899 Born Broken Hill, father miner 
and gambler, poor family. 
Educated in Broken Hill. 
Employed in small business, 
then domestic work. Detailed 
information on father’s 
gambling, mining community 
and marriage.

27/02/1987 Warwick 
Eather

Shillingford Elsa 65-67 1908 Born Nottingham, England, 
educated Manchester, brought 
up by grandmother, mother 
remarried, family migrated to 
Australia 1920, stepfather 
engineer at Lysaghts, 
Newcastle. Left school after 
QC. Worked as a domestic 
servant and companion - 
detailed information. Married 
1933.

20-Feb-87 Paula 
Hamilton

Skinner Phil 175-176 July 1903 Born Sydney, educated 
Burwood Public School, 
employed as office boy, 
promotions, long interest in 
music, banjo, mandolin, 
became music teacher, 
performed solos for radio.

7/07/1987 Bronwyn 
Hughes

Slockee Isobel 385-387 1909 Father Pacific Islander, had 
oyster leases at Fingal, 
mothers parents Indian and 
English. Educated Fingal left 
school at 13, helped mother at 
home. Husband’s father part 
Indian. Husband cane cutter 
and banana farmer. Lived in 
bark house and tent.

1/12/1287 Inge Riebe

Smith Maude 125-126 20/3/1899 Born in Walcha, sixth of six 
children, taught by mother at 
home in Walcha district, 
learned to do household 
chores, worked as domestic 
servant, married 1927.

9/05/1987 Jenny 
Salmon



Interviwee 
Family 
name 

          
First 
Name

Tape Nos DOB Summary Date of 
Interview

Interviewer

Snider Ruth 266-267 1907 Born Sydney, father clothing 
business, grew up in 
Haymarket, Roseville, then 
Bellevue Hill. Educated at 
Catholic school Moss Vale, 
Presbyterian Ladies College, 
Conservatorium. Active in 
community work. Information 
on importance and role of 
Jewish religion.

3/09/1987 Brenda 
Factor

Solomon Edgar 259-261 14/05/1908 Born Woollahra, father 
gambler, lived in Glebe, Ryde, 
Redfern, Artarmon, Willoughby. 
Educated Blackfriars school, 
left aged 12 1/2, employed in 
clerical positions, 
self—employed Castlecrag, 
knew Burley Griffin. Married.

2/09/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Starr Annie 374-376 12/10/1891 Born Surrey England, 
employed in domestic service 
in England, emigrated to 
Australia 1912, employed in 
domestic service in Sydney. 
Married the gardener of one of 
her employees. Detailed 
information on domestic 
service.

20/09/1987 Paula 
Hamilton

Stead Thistle 
Harris 

365-366 29/07/1902 Born in Sydney, father worked 
at Sydney Morning Herald, 
grew up in Mosman, educated 
Mosman Public School, North 
Sydney Girls’ High, Redlands, 
enrolled in Arts, Sydney 
University. Employed as a 
teacher. Involved in the 
Naturalist Society. Married 
David Stead.

12/11/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Stier Irwin 123-124 20/08/1904 Born in Walcha district, lived 
and worked on country 
properties, grandfather was 
shepherd on Europambela.

8/05/1987 Jenny 
Salmon

Symonds Queenie 444-445 1896 Born Eden, father had a series 
of general stores, educated 
Eden, family came to Sydney 
1909. Discusses Jewish 
practices and Council of Jewish 
Women.

2/03/1987 Brenda 
Factor



Interviwee 
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Interview

Interviewer

Taylor Don 407-409 1891 Ninth child, father died, mining 
accident when Don six years, 
educated Adalong, left school 
at thirteen, returned to 
education at seventeen, 
studied to become teacher, 
many years experience 
teaching in one teacher 
schools and others, 
Department of Education, 
interest in politics.

30/06/1987 Ros Bowden

Thomas Ivy 33-34 1904 Grew up outside Maitland, 
attended Maitland Girls High, 
after a brief period nursing, 
never worked. Main occupation 
and interest tennis, played at 
competition level, descriptions 
of tennis in NSW in the 1920s.

18/02/1987 Claire 
Williams

Thomas*  Marjorie 283-285 12/1894 Born Jervis Bay, father teacher, 
lived in Jervis Bay then Carr’s 
Creek. Won scholarship to 
Sydney Girls High and 
subsequently to Sydney 
University, enrolled in Arts, 
changed to medicine, 
graduated 1918 practised as a 
doctor. Married.

1987 Bronwyn 
Hughes

Timbs Gladys 186-188 12/06/1905 Born Woollara, father horse 
breaker, educated Woollara. 
Apprenticeship milliner at David 
Jones. Married 1928. Husband 
served apprenticeship with 
Sargents retaurants. After 
marriage established cake 
shop business in Manly and 
subsequently Maitland. 

20/05/1987 Stephen 
Rapley

Tofler Joe-Jones 169-170 7/02/1903 Born Redfern, Polish parents, 
educated Crown Street 
Primary, apprenticed to 
jeweller, Jewish family.

19/07/1987 Brenda 
Factor

Tolmie Bertha 56-57 27/07/1901 Born Gympie, Queensland, 
father came to Sydney, mother 
worked, domestic service. 
Educated Regents Park school, 
left school at 13, employed 
briefly as domestic servant, 
then apprenticeship, Kelly’s 
Tailoring Chippendale, later 
employed as a machinist, 
Government Clothing factory

12/03/1987 John Shields
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Tom Alan 181-183 27/01/1902 Born Parkes, father stockman, 
educated in area, left aged 13 
3/4 years, helped in father's 
carrying business then motor 
business. Established travelling 
cinema business. Detailed 
information on travelling 
cinema business. Married. 

22/06/1987 Stephen 
Rapley

Tonkin John 
Morcombe 

3--5 17/04/1900 Born Bondi Junction, moved to 
Lawson Eskinville Waverley, 
Bondi, and settled in 
Newcastle. Educated Fort St 
Superior school. Sydney 
Technical High School. 
Employment clerical, 
accountancy, partnership in 
coal and shipping agents, part 
owner Lambton Colliery

20/01/1987 Marjorie 
Biggins

Torpy Myrtle 98 1909 None supplied 15/04/1987 Claire 
Williams

Torrens* Elizabeth 427-428 1918 Aboriginal, born Tabulum Old 
Reserve, brought up by father 
and aunts after mother’s death, 
education, minimal, at 
Aboriginal school, employed as 
cleaner, lived in various 
Aboriginal camps, married.

Jan-88 Inge Riebe

Tulloch Walter 247-249 30/08/1900 Born Balmain, father engineer 
Sydney, mother died 1913. Had 
housekeepers before father 
remarried. Educated Milsons 
Point. Worked briefly as 
compositor then apprenticed at 
Morts Dock. After 
apprenticeship worked as a 
sea going engineer. Detailed 
information on apprenticeship.

27/08/1987 John Shields

Viggers Elizabeth 96-97 11/12/1901 Brought up in Newcastle, 
primary education New 
Lambton Public, employed 
during World War I as 
commercial traveller, married, 
leader in Girl Guides.

10/04/1987 Claire 
Williams
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Vrachnas George 240-242 1896 Born Samos, Greece, large 
family emigrated to Australia at 
different times, George arrived 
1904, Lived briefly in Perth, 
then Melbourne, Chilton, 
Benalla, Wangaratta, came to 
Sydney 1917. Ran a series of 
different business - cafes, 
resaurants, laundry, hotels, 
cake shops. Married

26/01/1987 Dimitiri 
Rontidis

Walker Hazel 379-380 10/7/1896 Born Sydney, educated 
Lewisham, country high 
schools and Sydney Univerity, 
scholarship, employed as 
maths teacher, city and country 
high schools. Married, two sons

6/11/1987 Judy Wing

Walker Ronald 332-338 29/11/1900 Born Paddington, mother 
widowed early, lived with 
mother and grandparents, 
educated Kogarah Superior 
School, bursary to Syndey 
Technical High, employed 
Lands Department, night study 
for economics and law at 
Sydney University, barrister, 
Deputy Prothonotary.

27/10/1987 Judy Wing

Wallis Arthur 37-38 22/08/1904 Born in Surry UK, single child, 
apprenticed as a window 
dresser, served two years, 
emigrated to Australia under 
the Dreadnought scheme, in 
1922, sent to Cowra. After 
training worked on farms in 
Cowra/Forbes area. Discusses 
food.

25/02/1987 Margaret 
Miller

Wark John 82 11/09/1902 None supplied 23/03/1987 Lucy Taksa
Watson Catherine 69-70 4/06/1904 Born Helensburg, father miner, 

family of seven girls. Educated 
Helensburg, left school aged 
13 to help mother. Employed 
as domestic servant from 15 
years until marriage aged 24. 
Detailed information on 
domestic service.

26/02/1987 Paula 
Hamilton
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Weston Frank 28 7/07/1907 Neglected child, parents 
separated, grew up in 
Paddington, placed in 
Westmead Boys Home. Ran 
away 1922, worked selling 
newspapers, later Australian 
Gas and Light Company. 
Discusses street gangs, 
boarding houses, family values 
and relationships.

17/02/1987 Catherine 
Johnson

Weston Millie 297-298 13/7/1893 Born Balmain, educated 
Birchgrove School, parents 
began Perth Steam Laundry, 
Balmain, which serviced ships, 
family launch outing, run down 
by Manly ferry (1906) parents 
killed, grandmother became 
children’s guardian.

15/9/1897 Judy Wing

Williams Gwilym 60-62 22/12/1906 Born Swansea Wales, family 
migrated 1914 to Kurri Kurri, 
educated Kurri, employed 
briefly on a farm then Bellbird 
mine as a trapper. Survived 
Bellbird mine disaster 1923. 
Witnessed Rothbury riot. 
Detailed information on mining.

11/03/1987 Marjorie 
Biggins

Winch Donald 201-202 19/04/1904 Born Loughton, Essex, father 
businessman, family of 9 
children, educated local council 
school, employed on farms, 
learnt cheese making, 
Dreadnought boy 1922, went to 
Scheyville, employed in cheese 
factory and subsequently 
became a builder. Married.

6/07/1987 Margaret 
Miller

Wright Richard 26 9/04/1904 Born in London, educated 
London, father died shortly 
after WW1, member of Scouts, 
came to Australia under 
Dreadnought Scheme in 1922 
sent to Cowra, worked on 
mixed farm near Cowra, then 
share farming and later 
Temora Experimental Farm.

12/02/1987 Margaret 
Miller
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